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order on earth, redress the balance which had been lost,1 and
prepare the way of the Messiah.

(3)  Since the figure of this envoy from Jahweh held the
verv centre of the eschatological picture, and since his activity
sets the final drama in motion, the Jews naturally produced a
number of accounts both of his person and of his activities,
which did not all tally with one another.    To this point, and
to the further discrepancies which appeared in their attempts
to link up Elijah and his activities with the judgment, the
resurrection and the end of the world, we shall return shortly.

(4)  The coming of the Messiah would provoke a coalition of
the wicked under the command of a leader, as to whose identity
opinion seems to have remained vague.2    It was left for Christian
apocalyptic to fill in the uncertain outline and give this figure
the name of Antechrist, or rather Antichrist.

(5)  The hosts of evil would be defeated ; but opinions varied
as to the identity of the victor.    Some said that God himself
would thus irresistibly demonstrate his power,3 but the greater
number believed that the Messiah, invested by Jahweh with
supernatural  might,   would  be   the   actual   conqueror.    This
second theory is more in line with the general development of
Jewish eschatology.4

(6)  The overthrow of the wricked would be followed by the
establishment of the blessed Messianic Kingdom.    The Messiah,
prince of peace,5 would be enthroned at Jerusalem ;   but the
holy city would be renewed and purged of idolatry, or even
replaced by a celestial city sent down fully fashioned from on
high.6    In and around this city the chosen people, now no
longer scattered, would dwell in all their ancient glory.    This
point of time was sometimes chosen for the resurrection of the
righteous of Israel.    The Kingdom of God would bring about
a peace untroubled by fear, a prosperity wrhich no chance could
destroy, an inalienable bliss.    It would be the true Golden Age.
Jewish imagination warmed to the task of depicting this era
of unparalleled happiness,  in which Jahweh and his  people
would at length be united in that perfect and unclouded harmony
which the Covenant had promised and must eventually bring
forth.7
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